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EAST REGION 
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 
 

Ana Reservoir Wipers 
Ana Reservoir is a spring-fed, 62-acre irrigation 
storage reservoir in a closed basin near Summer 
Lake in southeastern Oregon. Springs in the 
Reservoir constantly flow about 90 cubic feet per 
second of 58 °F water creating an ice free, year-
round fishery. Ana Reservoir supports a popular 
rainbow trout and unique hybrid bass fishery. 
 
In 1982, the department stocked hybrid bass in 
Anna Reservoir. These bass are a cross between 
male striped bass and female white bass. The 
resulting “Wipers” are sterile and useful for 
controlling tui chubs that tend to overpopulate the 
Reservoir. Wiper stockings occur bi-annually and 
help maintain a popular hatchery rainbow trout 
fishery and provide a unique bass fishery.  
 

 
 

The current state record Wiper was caught in 
2014, weighed 19 pounds 12 ounces and was 31 ½ 
inches long. Wipers are an aggressive predator, and 
combined with their size makes them an exciting 
game fishery not offered anywhere else in Oregon. 
More Wipers are caught in winter when reservoir 
levels are lower. 
 
Cougar Research 
Since 2001, the East Region Wildlife Research 
Program has captured and monitored over 250 
cougars as part of our efforts to understand Blue 
Mountain cougar biology. Completed projects 
have highlighted the effect of cougar predation on 
elk calf survival, cougar diet, population dynamics, 
and abundance.  

 
The Department and Oregon State University 
(OSU) have recently completed fieldwork to 
evaluate the competitive interaction between 
cougars and wolves in northeast Oregon. Results 
from this research will clarify the effects of 
recolonizing wolves on cougar prey use and 
population dynamics. These results will also 
evaluate the potential effects of predation by both 
wolves and cougars on deer and elk populations. 
 

 
 

We are also working together to evaluate the effect 
of predation on mule deer populations. This 
research aims to determine the effects of cougar, 
coyote, black bear, and bobcat predation on mule 
deer survival. The research project will also 
determine the relative role of habitat, nutritional 
resources, and competition with elk on mule deer 
population dynamics. Results from this research 
project will identify management actions to benefit 
mule deer populations.   
 
Strategies for Open Range Ranching 
The Department, Defenders of Wildlife, and OSU 
Extension sponsored two seminars on techniques 
to reduce livestock-wolf conflict, increase soil and 
grass productivity, and increase profitability in 
open range situations. The first was a one-day 
seminar for agency and non-governmental 
organization staffs while the second was a two-day 
seminar specifically for livestock producers. Fifty-
three staff from County, State and federal agencies 
attended the first seminar while 51 ranchers from 
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Baker, Union, Umatilla, and Grant Counties 
attended the second.   
 

 
 

The main seminar speaker was Hilary Anderson, a 
Montana cattle rancher. She and her family own 
and operate ranches north and west of 
Yellowstone National Park. Ms. Anderson noted 
they had dealt with a variety of open range 
ranching problems (wolves, grizzlies, weeds, 
federal regulation, etc.) reactively for years before 
realizing a proactive approach was more 
successful. The essence of this strategy is 
managing for what you want rather than reacting 
to a problem that occurs. It embraces the full 
spectrum of range, livestock, and wildlife science 
to help meet their ranch goals in a sustainable 
manner.   
 
One issue of interest in Baker County was dealing 
with the wolf predation. While lethal removal is a 
tool for some situations, the proactive approach 
discussed by Ms. Anderson provided an 
alternative. This approach begins with spending 
time with your livestock so you can form a good 
understanding of the challenges (i.e. range 
condition, weeds, disease, predators, etc.) cattle 
face. In the case of predation, initially the 
Andersons reacted to depredation using lethal 
predator control. After realizing this reactive 
response did not reduce losses, they tried a more 
comprehensive approach based on their 
understanding of ranch realities, which eventually 
lead to reinforcing their cattle’s natural herding 
behavior and strong mothering instinct. This 
proactive approach resulted in calves being less 
vulnerable to predation and fewer losses.   
 
Implementing a proactive open range ranching 
strategy requires a good understanding of the 
ranch and operation specifics, technical assistance, 
patience, and flexibility on the part of both 
ranchers and public land managers.  
 

Many thanks also to the Department, Defenders 
of Wildlife, OSU Extension staff, and landowners 
that worked to put this event on; and businesses 
and individuals for supporting the Baker County 
livestock industry that donated more than $4000 to 
cover expenses. A special thanks to Shella 
DelCurto, a Baker County rancher, for organizing 
the two-day seminar. 
 
For more information see:  
https://www.unitedcommunitypartners.org/proje
cts/strategic-ranching-seminar/  
 

WEST REGION 
Bernadette Graham- Hudson, Region Manager 
 

Umpqua Fish District begins winter steelhead 
study 
To help improve winter steelhead angling on the 
South Umpqua River, the district is collecting 
snouts of harvested hatchery steelhead to scan for 
coded-wire tags. 
 

  
 

Fish were coded wire tagged in February 2018 and 
released in March and April from acclimation sites 
in Canyonville. This is the first of a multi-year 
project and data collected from the tags will be 
used to adjust hatchery release timing to improve 
future hatchery winter steelhead fishing, 
particularly in the South Umpqua River. 
 
Fern Ridge Wildlife Area updates 
A dry fall and unseasonably warm weather resulted 
in relatively few waterfowl using the south 
Willamette Valley this hunting season. During the 
month of October Fern Ridge Wildlife Area 
(FRWA) experienced declines in bird harvest (182; 
-72%), birds per hunter (0.9; -53%) and total 
hunters (446; -34%) compared to 10 year averages. 
November was also dry so similar statistics were 
experienced with declines in bird harvest (894; -
59%), birds per hunter (0.8; -40%) and total 

https://www.unitedcommunitypartners.org/projects/strategic-ranching-seminar/
https://www.unitedcommunitypartners.org/projects/strategic-ranching-seminar/
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hunters (504; -27%). December rains brought 
some relief as all wetland cells were filled with 
water. Warm temperatures, however, still kept 
many birds to the north. As a result, December 
also saw declines in bird harvest (768; -40%), birds 
per hunter (0.99; -33%) and total hunters (794; -
6%). January brought colder weather and green-
winged teal into the area. While harvest of other 
waterfowl species remained constant, we saw a 
large increase in the harvest of green-winged teal 
and hunter success. During the first week of 
January, reservation hunters harvested 279 birds or 
an average of 2.7 birds per hunter! Despite our 
early January success this hunting season is 
projecting to have the lowest waterfowl harvest 
since the 2005-2006 season. Final January and total 
hunting season statistics will be available the first 
week in February.   
 
A large construction project was completed in the 
E. Coyote Unit of FRWA this past September. All 
water control structures and associated culverts 
were replaced to address failing infrastructure. 
Swales were repaired to allow water drainage and 
some dike tops were raised to allow for more 
water storage capacity. This project was in 
cooperation with Ducks Unlimited and the Army 
Corps of Engineers. 
 
McKenzie Hatchery water supply 
In September 2018, the Eugene Water & Electric 
Board (EWEB) informed ODFW that the Leaburg 
Power Canal would be dropped due to concerns 
from Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) about seepage in the canal wall. McKenzie 
Hatchery’s main water supply intake is on the 
canal approx. 300 yards upstream from the area of 
concern. Due to McKenzie losing the majority of 
its water supply, all juvenile spring Chinook 
(614K) were moved to Leaburg Hatchery on 
October 9.  
 
At the hatchery intake, the depth of water is 15”; 
normal operation depth is 14 ft. Due to the 
reduction in head pressure and the fact that the 
48” pipeline is not totally submerged, the Hatchery 
can only pull in a limited amount of water.  
 
McKenzie Hatchery does have a secondary intake 
on Cogswell Creek that has been able to supply 
our incubation needs for 900k eggs and fry. Due to 
the drought-like conditions this fall/winter, this 
intake has not been consistent enough to supply 

any other demands but the two (2) cfs needed for 
incubation. All fry should be ponded by the end of 
January, and Cogswell Creek is able to supply this 
water demand as we shift all of incubation to 
outside ponds. 
 

 
 

Water level measures 15” at the front edge of the 
intake entrance in the canal. Normal canal level 
would be at the bottom of the top board. 
McKenzie Hatchery also starts the adult salmon 
collection season starting May 1st. Normal 
operations for collection and fish rearing demands 
50+ cfs, which will most likely not be available. 
The timeline for the repair EWEB needs to make 
on the canal wall looks to be advancing farther 
into the summer. If ODFW’s engineering can get a 
cofferdam in place to raise the water level at the 
intake, McKenzie Hatchery may be able to at least 
collect adult salmon. The uncertainty in the project 
timeline, including FERC approval, continues to 
put the hatchery’s water supply at risk. 
 
Grant Creek fish passage 
Mid-coast fish district staff submitted a net benefit 
analysis for a fish passage waiver on Grant Creek, 
a direct ocean tributary, to fish passage staff at 
headquarters. Grant Creek has a complete passage 
barrier at the culverts running under the Newport 
Municipal Airport south of Newport. Rather than 
render the airport unusable during installation of a 
fish passage culvert, the city of Newport proposed 
mitigation for the loss of passage through the fish 
passage waiver process. The mitigation project will 
replace a partial barrier culvert in the Yaquina 
basin that provides a net benefit greater than what 
is lost on Grant Creek.  
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INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Roger Fuhrman, Information and Education 
Administrator 
 

New Year, New Laws, New Initiatives 
December and January saw Information and 
Education Division staff developing outreach 
materials related to a number of new laws and 
agency initiatives. Senate Bill 372 made it legal to 
salvage deer and elk struck by vehicles. The new 
law went into effect January 1 and prompted a 
number of questions from the public and media. 
An explanation of the regulations, a free online 
form, and other information is available on the 
agency website at 
https://dfw.state.or.us/roadkill/. The messaging 
includes a reminder that the head and antlers of 
salvaged animals must be taken to an ODFW 
office within five (5) days. Tissue samples from the 
head will be tested as part of an expanded 
surveillance program for Chronic Wasting Disease. 
As of January 18, 54 applications for a roadkill 
salvage permit were submitted through the online 
system. 
 
I&E also worked with the Electronic Licensing 
System project team on a number of products 
related to the new licensing system. The new 
system went live on December 1, 2018. How to 
materials, FAQs, videos, step by step guides and  
other materials are available to help customers 
successfully set up their accounts and purchase 
licenses online 
(https://myodfw.com/articles/odfws-new-
electronic-licensing-system-els). Additional 
materials are being developed as needed. I&E staff 
are also helping customers over the phone and by 
email and social media. 
 
Division staff also coordinated the 2019 Western 
and Mid-Western Associations of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies R3 workshop in Tucson in 
January. Director Curt Melcher chaired the 
meeting. ODFW R3 Coordinator Chris Willard 
facilitated the two-day meeting that was attended 
by 76 participants, representing 22 state fish and 
wildlife agencies, seven industry partners, and 11 
non-governmental organizations. ODFW’s new 
Outreach and Engagement Coordinator, Amanda 
Frederickson, also attended the workshop.  
 
Learn to Hunt Workshops 
Several Oregonians were introduced to shotgun 
shooting, waterfowl and small game hunting and 

falconry at a series of Learn to Hunt workshops in 
November, December and January. The series 
started with shotgun skills sessions in November. 
Participants were taught basic skills, including safe 
firearm handling. Later, they could enroll in 
additional workshops. In December, more than 40 
people participated in waterfowl hunting 
workshops. There they learned how to set decoys, 
use calls, identify ducks, field dress their harvest, 
and safely handle and fire shotguns in actual 
hunting situations. The Oregon Duck Hunters 
Association ODHA) partnered with ODFW on 
the workshop and all participants received an 
ODHA membership. 
 

 
Even though no ducks were harvested, participants had a great time.  
 

In January, shotgun skills “graduates” tried their 
hand with small game hunting at E.E. Wilson 
Wildlife Area. The Mary’s Peak Hound Club 
brought out their beagles for a rabbit hunt at EE. 
They also provided tips on how to hunt 
successfully without dogs. Participants also 
watched a demonstration of hunting small game 
with birds of prey.  
 

 
A Harris’s hawk with its handler at EE Wilson Wildlife Area. 
 
 

https://dfw.state.or.us/roadkill/
https://myodfw.com/articles/odfws-new-electronic-licensing-system-els
https://myodfw.com/articles/odfws-new-electronic-licensing-system-els
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Indoor Archery Tournament 
The BowTech Pro Shop in Eugene was the site of 
the 2019 Indoor Scholastic 3-D Archery 
tournament (S3DA) in January. ODFW’s new 
Archery Education Coordinator, Stephanie Rustad, 
organized the tournament. Thirty-two student 
athletes participated in the competition. Each 
competitor shot 30 arrows each during the 
tournament. The high score of the weekend was 
146 (out of a possible 150) by Alli Dixon from 
Cloverdale in the High School Female Open 
Division. Five other archers shot above 140.  
 

 
 

Winners in all of the divisions received awards. 
Interest in the S3DA program is growing. There 
were 32 competitors this year, compared to 20 
participants last year.  
 

OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Fish & Wildlife Division 
 

On January 5, 2019, Fish and Wildlife Troopers 
from the Springfield Office conducted a jet boat 
patrol on the main Willamette River and lower 
Mckenzie River. During the patrol, the troopers 
checked eleven waterfowl hunters, two deer 
hunters, and three anglers. Three boats were also 
inspected for safety compliance. While checking a 
group of three waterfowl hunters on the 
Willamette River upstream from Harrisburg the 
troopers found that two of the hunters had 
harvested three geese. Upon inspecting the geese, 
two were found to be Dusky Canada Geese, which 
are unlawful to harvest. The hunter that harvested 
the third goose did not have a valid Northwest 
Oregon Goose Hunting Permit. Citations were 
issued for Unlawful Taking of Dusky Canada Goose 
and for Unlawful Taking of Canada Goose – No Valid 
NW Oregon Goose Permit. The three Canada Geese 
were seized as evidence. Other activities during the 
patrol included one waterfowl hunter being 
warned for Hunting with a Shotgun Capable of More 
Than Three Shells. Three warnings were also given 

for minor marine board violations. One of the 
deer hunters contacted had harvested a doe deer. 
The deer was properly tagged with a validated 
Willamette Unit Deer Tag.  
 

 
 

A Fish and Wildlife Trooper from the Astoria 
office contacted two crabbers at the Hammond 
Marina. The subjects stated they each had a limit 
of crab which were in a cooler on their boat. After 
checking their legal crab, the Trooper asked the 
boat owner for consent to search the boat, which 
the boat owner granted. Four additional crab were 
located in a closed compartment at the bow. The 
boat owner initially stated that he was sorting the 
crab near the bow and the extra crab must have 
got “stuck” to his jacket and then fallen in the bow 
compartment without him knowing. After further 
interview, the boat owner admitted that they 
realized they had extra crab and just tossed them in 
the forward compartment. The boat owner was 
cited for Unlawful Take of Undersized Crab and 
Exceeding the Daily Bag Limit of Crab. The extra crab 
were released back into the water. 
 
Fish and Wildlife Troopers from the Burns office 
received a report of an off-road utility vehicle 
(UTV) and a pickup with multiple hunters chasing 
after elk and shooting 14-16 times from various 
locations at the elk. The Troopers contacted the 
group of five hunters and found that there was 
only one person that had a valid elk tag and had 
harvested an elk, but used a cougar tag to validate 
the elk. Further investigation revealed that the 
group shot multiple elk. Later that evening, the 
Troopers found and were recovering an additional 
cow elk that was shot and left when one of the 
group members returned with different subjects to 
retrieve the elk.  One of the subjects in the group 
had a valid elk tag and said they were going to 
validate their tag and sneak it out. At the 
conclusion of the investigation, the Troopers 
issued eight criminal citations in lieu of custody for 
various wildlife crimes and took one male subject 
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into custody. Four hunting rifles were seized as 
evidence. Troopers salvaged the second cow elk 
that was unlawfully taken. Two other elk that were 
wounded could not be found. 
 
CONSERVATION PROGRAM 
Andrea Hanson, Oregon Conservation Strategy 
Coordinator   
 

2020 Stamp Art Contests announced 
In early January, ODFW announced a call to 
artists for the 2020 Habitat Conservation, 
Waterfowl, and Upland Game Bird Stamp art 
contests. The contest was announced through a 
news release, social media posts, and emails to 
various art schools, associations and other 
contacts. 
  
Master Naturalist class expanded to include 
South Umpqua 
Amy Darr, ODFW Conservation Strategy 
Implementation Biologist for southwest Oregon 
worked with Oregon State University Southern 
Oregon Research and Extension Center to expand 
their Ashland centric Master Naturalist field class 
to include the South Umpqua drainage. The class 
now represents northern and southern zones of 
the Klamath Mountain ecoregion. 
  
During the Umpqua field day, students will tour 
part of the Cow Creek drainage and learn about 
watersheds and riparian areas. Instructor Ken 
Carloni, a retired Umpqua Community College 
professor, will focus on fire impacts to watersheds, 
a timely topic. 
  
There are six Master Naturalist field courses across 
Oregon and this is only the second year a field 
course for the Klamath Mountain ecoregion has 
been offered. Master Naturalist students complete 
an online class followed by a field course and 40 
hours of volunteer work to become certified 
Master Naturalists. Some of last year’s students 
participated in the herptile cover board project as 
citizen scientists, and Amy plans to recruit 
volunteers to assist with the project on the 
Denman Wildlife Area this spring. 
 
2018 Western pond turtle survey results 
The department-led Western pond turtle survey 
results for the 2018 field season are in. There were 
282 individual surveys covering 69 cogs spread 
across the turtles’ range in Oregon. Cogs are 7km 
sq. polygons designated as “historic” or “modeled” 

based on historical observation data from multiple 
agencies and research and a habitat model. Of 
these cogs, 21 were modeled, 28 were historical, 
and 20 were surveyed outside of those randomly 
ranked for 2018. For both random and additional 
cogs, 428 turtles were observed. These include 
Western pond, Western painted, and unknown 
species.  
 
Staff from ODFW, U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of 
Land Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Army Corps of Engineers, Albany Public Works, 
Weyerhaeuser, Umpqua Community College, and 
the Applegate Partnership and Watershed Council 
conducted surveys. The information collected is 
critical to the effort to better understand the status 
and distribution of Western pond turtles in 
Oregon.  
 
Work continues with the preliminary occupancy 
analysis planned for completion in January. Shortly 
after, a feedback session will be held in February 
to share analysis results and proposals on protocol 
adjustment and changes for the 2019 field season. 
March trainings will provide surveyors with a new 
set of cogs to be surveyed and a copy of the final 
2019 survey protocol. 
 
This survey is part of the competitive State 
Wildlife Grant and is a very important part of data 
collection as Western pond turtles are a priority 
Oregon Conservation Strategy Species.  
 
Amphibian egg mass surveys 
Susan Barnes, ODFW Regional Conservation 
Biologist for northwest Oregon conducted an 
amphibian egg mass survey at a recently restored 
wetland site at the Hopkins Demonstration Forest 
in Clackamas County that was partially funded by 
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB). 
Construction was completed last fall and 
revegetation of the site will occur later this winter.  
 
Egg-mass attachment material is lacking so it was 
not surprising no egg masses were found, in 
addition to it being early in the egg-laying season. 
However, two pond-breeding amphibian species 
were documented nearby. With the help of an 
ODFW volunteer, Susan placed multiple thin-
diameter branches on the northern edge of the 
restored wetland, securing them in the muddy 
substrate. Susan will continue monitoring the site 
to see if these egg-mass attachment materials are 
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used. This technique has had positive results at 
other sites. 
 

MARINE RESOURCES PROGRAM  
Caren Braby, Marine Resources Program Manager 
 

Oregon Pink Shrimp – better and better 
Oregon’s pink shrimp fishery has been leading the 
world in sustainable fishing for over a decade. In 
2007, the fishery became the first shrimp fishery 
worldwide to be labeled “sustainable” by the 
Marine Stewardship Council, in large part due to 
the work that ODFW and the shrimp fishery have 
done together to reduce bycatch impacts.   
 
In 2010, the eulachon smelt, Thaleichthys pacificus, 
was listed as “Threatened” under the Endangered 
Species Act, causing potential problems as the 
species has been a common bycatch of Oregon’s 
pink shrimp fishery throughout its history. Since 
then, reducing eulachon bycatch in the shrimp 
fishery has been a primary goal of the department. 
ODFW developed and the commission adopted 
into rule two significant technologies to reduce the 
take of eulachon by the shrimp fishery: (1) 
utilization of Bycatch Reduction Devices (BRDs) 
that are optimized to exclude eulachon, and (2) 
required use of footrope lighting (i.e. LEDs). 
Together, these two technologies reduce bycatch 
of eulachon by about 90% of historic levels. 
 
While ODFW research has been crucial, the 
partnership and progress-minded shrimp industry 
has been an essential ally. In 2014, immediately 
after ODFW-led research demonstrated the 
bycatch reduction value of footrope lighting using 
a string of 10 lights, the shrimp industry 
voluntarily adopted their use. Subsequent ODFW 
research showed that using a string of only five (5) 
LEDs worked equally well. After these years of 
experimentation by the fleet and direct research, 
LEDs were ready for implementation.  
 
In 2018, the Commission adopted regulations 
requiring the use of footrope lighting (i.e. LEDs), 
to minimize future bycatch rates of eulachon. The 
requirement passed unanimously and had support 
from both the shrimp industry and environmental 
non-governmental organizations (NGO). Soon 
afterwards, Washington State adopted a similar 
rule. 
  
During 2019, ODFW, in collaboration with 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife and 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife will be 
implementing a Section 6 Grant from National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to assist 
the shrimp fleet to permanently reduce bycatch of 
eulachon. Each active pink shrimp trawl vessel 
along the US west coast will receive a one-year 
supply of LED fishing lights, subsidizing this 
important business expense while promoting their 
use. In addition, collaborators from the three 
states will develop and distribute educational 
materials promoting the value of bycatch 
reduction. 
 
While bycatch reduction technologies (BRDs and 
LEDs) have been critical for reducing eulachon 
bycatch, they are also highly effective in reducing 
bycatch of rockfishes, flatfishes, lingcod, and other 
finfish. These technologies have not affected levels 
of shrimp catch and are supported by the industry. 
In evidence of this, the 2018 season was the third 
most valuable harvest of all-time at $26.9 million. 
This is a true success story. 
 
END OF FIELD REPORTS FOR  
February 8, 2019 


